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WHAT SHALL I DO WITH JESUS WHO IS CALLED CHRIST? 

Sermon for Confirmation Sunday, 2021  

Matthew 27:22 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.  

The text for our sermon today is Matthew 27:22 Pilate said to them, “Then 

what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”  

Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. 

Amen.  

Dear friends in Christ, 

Confirmation is a public rite of the church preceded by a period of instruction 

designed to help baptised Christians identify with the life and mission of the 

Christian community. Confirmation is not a sacrament, but rather shows publicly 

that the one being confirmed is now, after receiving instruction, prepared to receive 

the body and blood of the Lord.  

Today, Seth, having now been instructed, will make a promise to his Lord and 

will receive the Lord’s Supper for the first time. Seth, this is a joyous occasion for 

you and for us also, because we rejoice that our Lord is your Lord, and that our 

confession is your confession. 

No doubt we are living in a time of history when it appears there is a large falling 

away from God – and it’s happening on all levels. Our children are being taught 

awful things about sexuality in school, businesses are called out if they do not 

support single-sex marriage, and governments are okaying the deaths of the unborn 

and even the infirm. Even on the level of individual citizenship, how many 

Australians are denouncing their faith each day? It appears that the more we wish 

to live out our Christian faith, the more we run into opposition in our everyday 

lives. This should come as no surprise. The Word of God warns about such things 

happening, but it is sad to see our great nation succumbing more and more to the 

works of Satan, therefore we join with the Apostle John in saying, “Come, Lord 

Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20).  

Returning to our text, I want you all to picture in your minds for a moment Jesus 

standing before Pilate shortly before His crucifixion. Pilate is there sitting on a 

raised platform, while next to him are the representative rulers of the Jews. You can 

see the expression of utmost contempt for Christ on their faces. Jesus is standing 
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before Pilate, His hands firmly bound, while a Roman soldier is right beside Him, 

keeping Him in check. The crowd that has gathered are all shouting out “crucify 

Him, crucify Him!” 

Here you have Jesus, the almighty Son of God, to whom all power and majesty 

belongs, standing there and being treated as an outcast. One word from His mouth 

and the tables would be turned. And then you have Pilate, the one to whom earthly 

authority had been given, by none other than God Himself1, the one who had the 

power and authority to release Jesus, becoming more and more agitated. Even 

though Pilate had the power and authority to do as he pleased, yet he still had to ask 

the crowd: “… what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”  

We know what Pilate attempted to do. John tells us in his Gospel that Pilate tried 

to release Him, “but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not 

Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar” (John 

19:12). So Pilate sent Jesus to King Herod, who in turn sent Him back. Pilate then 

went outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in Him. But you have a 

custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to 

release to you the King of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this man, but 

Barabbas!” (John 18:38-40). So Pilate still had Christ on his hands. “Pilate said to 

them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”” 

That was a critical moment in Pilate’s life, and Seth, this is a critical moment in 

your life. As truly as Jesus stood before Pilate, so He stands before you - and He is 

not a stranger to you. You have completed a course of Christian instruction, where 

you have heard exactly the same thing that the true Christian Church here on earth 

has been preaching and proclaiming for so many years now – that Jesus is the 

Christ, and that salvation can be found in no-one else.2 You have been joined to His 

death and resurrection in baptism3 and have been hearing of Jesus ever since you 

were a little child. But now the time has come for you, as an individual, to ask 

yourself, “… what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”  

Of course, you know what we would have you do with Him. Continue to trust in 

Him as your Saviour, because there is no salvation, no peace of conscience, no 

acceptance with God in any other.  

 
1 John 19:11 
2 Acts 4:12 
3 Romans 6:3-4 
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Unfortunately though, and this is a warning for all of us here today, many believe 

that they can earn salvation. They believe that their good works will bring them to 

heaven. But anyone who thinks that way cannot ask the question “what shall I do 

with Jesus who is called Christ,” because it doesn’t matter what you do with Him. 

If anyone honestly thinks they can get to heaven without Jesus, then they make 

Jesus to be worthless. Those words of Jesus when He says, “I am the Way, the 

Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6) are 

meaningless. More than that, they are calling Jesus a liar. The only way to heaven 

is through faith in the work of Jesus. His works has saved us, not our own. Our 

works are only a result of faith - not the other way around.  

No, works do not save, only the work of Jesus has delivered each one of us from 

a verdict of damnation. We know that Jesus has suffered and died for us. We know 

that three days later He rose again and defeated death and the devil. And we also 

know that we have not come to this realisation by ourselves. No, we have been 

given the gift of faith, and therefore we have peace – true peace of conscience, and 

acceptance with God through that Man who on that day stood on trial before Pilate. 

The opening verse of hymn 65 says it all: Lord Jesus, we give thanks to Thee, That 

Thou didst die to set us free; Made righteous through Thy precious blood, We now 

are reconciled to God. How comforting are those words!  

Another reason for trusting Jesus is that put simply, life without Jesus is no life at 

all. Life is simply not worth living without Jesus. Sure, I know that people will 

think that they can get along very nicely throughout life without Him, but until they 

experience the love and grace of Christ, they do not know what true and real 

happiness is. Many people today try to seek joy and happiness in the pursuit of 

what the world has to offer them. But let me tell you that there has never been a 

single man or woman in all the history of the world who has found true and real 

happiness in them. They may want to disagree, but no. As Jesus has said: “For 

what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?” (Matt. 

16:26). Many people forfeit their souls as they strive to gain everything they 

possibly can in this world. Nothing has ever bestowed, or can ever bestow, deep 

and lasting happiness nor sustain and uphold us whenever the going gets tough. It is 

only Christ and Him alone that grants us everlasting peace. Nothing in this world 

come close to Jesus who invites us, “Come to Me, all you who are working hard 

and carrying a heavy burden, and I shall give you rest!” (Matthew 11:28).  

Let’s now go back to Pilate and his words: “Then what shall I do with Jesus 

who is called Christ?” Deep in thought, trying to decide, Pilate had two opposing 
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voices telling him what to do. Now Pilate was not a believer, but since God’s Law 

has been written on everyone’s hearts4, he still had a conscience, and that voice of 

conscience, of reason, of justice told him: “Jesus is innocent. You know that. You 

have the authority. Let Him go!” Yet Pilate did not release Jesus but pronounced 

the sentence that sent Him to the cross. Why? Because there was another voice and 

that was the voice of cowardice which whispered: “If you let Jesus go, the Jews will 

bring complaint against you before the Emperor at Rome, and you will lose your 

position. Crucify Him.” Pilate listened to that voice and carried through with the 

greatest mistrial of justice for all time.  

Sadly, many more, like Pilate before them, because they are more concerned 

about how the world sees them, listen to the voice of cowardice. They have heard 

the voice of Christ and have rejected Him. And even being in the church does not 

guarantee protection from this voice of cowardice. How many do you know who 

have in their younger days received Christian instruction, have come to their 

confirmation day, have made their promise to remain faithful to Christ, have 

eagerly received His body and blood for the forgiveness of all their sins and the 

strengthening of their faith, and over a period of time have grown slack, until 

finally they walk by the way side and listen to that voice that says: “Jesus is of no 

importance. How you look in the eyes of others is what is important. Do not trust in 

anything other than what you can achieve for yourself.”  

This is what happens when many wrongly think that confirmation marks the end 

of all study of God’s Word, that they have somehow ‘graduated’ and that the 

Catechism can now sit on the shelf next to the Bible and collect dust. No, so many 

confirmed members of the church all throughout the ages have let the love of Christ 

grow dim in their hearts and lives because they are more concerned about the 

world. God forbid that this happens to any of you! 

The rest of Pilate’s life was miserable after he made that decision to crucify 

Christ. In fact, his political career ended a few years later following his dismissal 

by Emperor Vitellius. Pilate was banished to south-eastern France where, as the 

tradition goes, he committed suicide relatively soon after following a series of 

misfortunate events.  

Dear friends, and dear Seth, not one of you can make a decision for Christ, but 

you can decide to cast Him aside. But let me warn you, if you do, then you will be 

 
4 Romans 2:11-24 
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committing spiritual suicide, and your life will be miserable. So trust in Christ and 

confess Him! Follow Him and make Him the guide of your life. He has made a 

decision to be your Saviour. He has called you as His children through holy 

baptism, and He says, “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life,” 

(Rev. 2:10). It is of no good to you at all if you are faithful only for a time. Jesus 

wants nothing less than true faithfulness. To help you with this, He gives Himself 

to you to eat and to drink. He wants to do this, but He can’t if you decide to live life 

without Him. As we said before, if Jesus wanted to, He could have turned the tables 

on Pilate and the crowd, but He didn’t. He knew He was going the way of the cross 

for you. Again, if He wanted to, Jesus could force you to believe, but He doesn’t. 

He simply asks you to trust Him, to let Him be your God, and to remain true to His 

Word and Sacrament and to His Church all the days of this earthly life, so that 

when He summons you to Himself, as your soul leaves this veil of tears, you may 

hear from the lips of your Saviour the gracious words, “Come, you whom My 

Father has blessed! Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the time when the 

world was created” (Matthew 25:34). Amen.   

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen.  

PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Lord our God, You are our strength and our joy, for everything You do is marked 

by kindness and love. Because You are gracious, we trust in You and offer You our 

prayers. 

We thank and praise You for all Your kindness to us: for blessing us with life, for 

equipping us with all our powers of body and soul, for giving us the ability to be 

useful, for permitting us to enjoy Your creation, and for surrounding us with the 

warmth of human relationships in every facet of life. 

We confess our sins before You, repent of them, and earnestly turn from them. 

Do not look on us in anger, for Jesus’ sake. We praise You above all else for Your 

grace in Christ Jesus. You have sent Your Son to die on the cross, and have raised 

Him in power and glory, to provide all the riches of our salvation. In Him You have 

given us free pardon for all our sins, the strength to overcome evil, and the sure 

hope of eternal life. 

We rejoice in the death of Your Son, through which you have been reconciled to 

us, so that we may approach You as a God of love. Comfort us with Your free 

forgiveness, and fill us with the new life of the Spirit. Help us to be alert and to 
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stand firm in faith in every temptation and test, so that we may resist Satan and His 

evil tricks, and hold our ground against all evil. 

Be gracious to Your Church, O God, that it may seek the lost, lift up the fallen, 

comfort the broken-hearted, and heal the afflicted. Enable Your pastors and people 

to proclaim with courage and conviction the message of life in Christ Jesus, and to 

declare to all people Your mighty acts of judgment and mercy. Cause growth 

among us, through Your powerful Word. 

Reveal Your power to all lands and nations. Remind people everywhere that You 

are the Lord of all history, that You judge the leaders of the nations, and that You 

have the power to break bows, shatter spears, and destroy all human might. Grant 

that all people may turn to You and follow Your truth. 

Be the heavenly guest in all our homes. Move all families to trust You in 

everything, and to love and serve each other, until that day comes when You call us 

from our homes on earth to live with You in our heavenly home for ever. 

Bless all who are in any need of body or soul. Teach them to humble themselves 

under Your mighty hand, trusting that You remove all burdens in Your own good 

time. Teach them to place all their worries on You, and assure them of Your 

infinite understanding and loving care. 

O faithful and gracious Lord, today you are giving Seth the special joy of publicly 

confessing her faith and renewing her dedication to You, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. Give her Your strength and courage to make this confession with sincerity, 

and to fulfil it in the days ahead. Remind her of her baptism and of the covenant 

You made with her on that day. Keep her faithful until the end of her life, that she 

may obtain the heavenly crown. Keep her in Your grace. Make her hearts the 

dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, so that He may direct her in the paths of 

righteousness.  

Gracious God, since You have called us to share eternal glory in Christ, make us 

strong, and make our lives holy. Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus, to whom be 

glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 38:1-11 
1 Then the LORD answered Job out 

of the wind-storm: 
2 “Who, then, is making My purpose 

dark by talking without 

knowledge? 3 Please get yourself 

ready for action like a man, that I 

may question you! Then you must 

instruct Me! 4 Where were you when 

I laid the foundation of the earth? 

Tell Me, if you know how to discern 

it! 5 Who determined its dimensions? 

Surely you know! Or who stretched 

a measuring line over it? 6 On what 

were its bases sunk? Or who laid its 

cornerstone, 7 while the morning 

stars sang together, and all the sons 

of God were shouting for joy? 8 Who 

shut off the sea with doors when it 

burst from the womb and came 

out, 9 when I made clouds its 

garment and very thick cloud its 

infant-wrappings, 10 when I marked 

out My limits for it and set its bars 

and doors in place, 11 and when I 

said, ‘You may come as far as this 

but no farther, and here your proud 

waves will meet opposition’? 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
1 As men who are working with God, 

we also plead with you not to receive 

the grace of God in vain. 2 For He 

says: “At a favourable time I have 

heard you and on the day of 

salvation I have helped you.” Look! 

Now is the favourable time. Look! 

Now is the day of salvation. 
3 We do not lay any kind of obstacle, 

to avoid discredit on our 

ministry. 4 Rather, in everything we 

commend ourselves as the ministers 

of God: in great endurance, in 

troubles, in calamities, in difficulties; 
5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in 

riots; in hard work, in sleepless 

nights, in hunger; 6 in purity, in 

knowledge, in patience, in kindness, 

in the Holy Spirit, in sincere love 7 in 

truthful speech and in the power of 

God; with weapons of righteousness 

on the right hand and on the 

left; 8 through glory and dishonour, 

through bad report and good report; 

as deceivers and yet true; 9 as 

unknown and yet well known; as 

dying and, you see, we go on living; 

as chastened and yet not killed; 10 as 

made sad but always rejoicing; as 

beggars but making many rich; as 

having nothing and yet possessing 

everything. 11 O Corinthians! We 

have spoken openly to you. Our 

hearts have opened wide. 12 We are 

not being narrow in our feelings for 

you, but you are being narrow in 

your hearts toward us. 13 Treat me as 

I am treating you! I am speaking to 

you as my children. You, too, should 

open your hearts wide! 

Mark 4:35-41 
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35 That day, when evening came, 

Jesus said to His disciples, “Let us 

go over to the other side!” 
36 They left the crowd and took Him 

along in the boat just as He was. 

There were other boats with 

Him. 37 A violent windstorm came 

up, and the waves kept beating into 

the boat, so that the boat was already 

filling up. 38 Jesus was in the back of 

the boat, sleeping on the cushion. 

They woke Him and asked Him, 

“Teacher, do You not care that we 

are drowning?” 
39 When He had been wakened, He 

rebuked the wind and said to the sea, 

“Be quiet! Be silenced!” 

The wind stopped, and it became 

very calm. 
40 He asked them, “Why are you 

afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 
41 They were very afraid and kept 

saying to one another, “Who is this, 

then, that even the wind and the sea 

obey Him?” 

 

  

 


