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The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

HYMNS:    45   217   361   459 

INTROIT:     My soul waits silently for God alone. My salvation comes from Him. 

He alone is my Rock and my Salvation. He is my Stronghold. I shall not stagger 

greatly. 

How long will you people attack a person? How long will all of you be intent on 

murdering him, as though he were a leaning wall or a tottering stone fence? 

People are planning only to force him down from his high position. They take 

delight in lying. They are blessing with their mouths but inwardly they are cursing. 

Wait quietly for God alone, my soul! For my hope comes from Him. 

He alone is my Rock and my Salvation, my High Refuge. I shall not stagger. 

My salvation and my glory rest on God, my strong Rock, and my refuge is in God. 

Trust Him at all times, you people! Pour out your hearts in His presence! God is 

our Refuge. 

Surely the descendants of Adam are only breath. The sons of man are an illusion. 

When they go up on a pair of scales, they are altogether lighter than breath. 

Do not trust in extortion or put false hope in robbery! If riches increase, do not 

set your hearts on them! 

God has spoken once. I have heard this twice, that power belongs to God, and 

that mercy belongs to You, O Lord. For You repay a person according to what he 

has done.                 Psalm 62 

COLLECT: Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities 

and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

READINGS:    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 The city of Nineveh repents. 

  1 Corinthians 7:29-35 Living in the last times. 

  Mark 1:14-20 Repent, and believe the good news. 

SERMON:   Luke 4:17-19      CHRIST OUR PROPHET 

 



 

He Really Can Mean It 

Creatio ex nihilo is what Christians believe God did when He created the 

world and everything in it. It means “creation out of nothing.” Before God 

created there was literally nothing (no-thing) and then He made the things of 

the world come to be. God speaks the universe into existence. He brings it 

together and organises it over the six days of creation. This is a powerful 

example of God’s Word as a creating and making word. What He says comes 

to be. Many persons, including those who call themselves Christians, think it 

impossible that God should be able to do such a thing and especially they 

doubt that He should have been able to do it over six days of 24 hours as the 

plain words of Genesis 1 and 2 testify. People often want to talk God out of 

His self-revelation, talking Him off the ledge of His creating work: “He can’t 

really mean it, can He? Don’t do it, God!” 

The doctrine of creation does not stand on its own. If we were to argue that 

maybe six-day creation does not matter all that much, we would be ignoring 

that the creation of the universe is perhaps the simplest of the divine acts, the 

easiest of His divine works. If God can’t create the universe out of nothing, 

what makes you think that He can save those in whom dwells no good thing? 

How can He make friends out of hardened enemies? How can He change those 

who do not fear, love or trust in Him? How can He raise those who are dead in 

their trespasses and sins? Monergism1 in salvation is far more difficult than 

monergism in creation. First article gifts are a cinch in comparison to God’s 

second and third article works. Humans are much more difficult and 

intractable stuff for God to work with than the rest of the universe, because of 

our primeval rebellion. 

One of the divine names that the saving God takes is the One who causes to 

exist things that do not exist. St. Paul when speaking of God’s salvation 

through the line of Abraham calls God the One “who makes the dead live and 

calls what does not exist into existence” (Romans 4:17). In 1 Corinthians, the 

Apostle also describes God’s willingness to take weakness, suffering and plain 

 
1 Monergism is the view within Christian theology which holds that God works 

through the Holy Spirit to bring about the salvation of an individual through spiritual 

regeneration, regardless of the individual’s cooperation. 



nothingness and turn it into something: “God has chosen the lowly things in 

the world, the things that are despised and the things that are not, to bring to 

nothing the things that are, that no one may boast before God” (1 Cor. 1:28-

29). The crucified Christ is exhibit one among the low and despised things in 

the world. So now we are getting right down to the crux of the Christian 

message. At its centre is the nothingness. If God can do such things as make to 

be out of nothing at the centre of our faith, in the article of justification, is it 

particularly rational to presume He could not create out of nothing in the 

article of creation and over a six-day span of time? Creation is easier than 

salvation. Both for God and for us. In some cancer therapy, patients must 

experience what is called lympho-depletion which destroys their immunity and 

brings them to the brink of death making them susceptible to other diseases. 

The patient is being brought down to nothing. Only then can the appropriate 

cancer therapy be applied. Much cancer therapy is precisely this kind of killing 

to make alive; just ask someone going through cancer therapy. 

This is exactly what happens to the children of God in the therapy for sin. 

God destroys us. He kills us with the law in repentance. It becomes a complete 

denial of self. I tell people that I don’t want just to help them with their sin. I 

want to kill them. God wants to abolish the things that are (1 Cor. 1:28). I want 

to preach sinners to death with the Word of God. We may not take what is, 

namely our sin, and bring it along with us into God’s presence. Repentance 

leaves us dead on the table with our heart in the hand of the God who alone 

gives life. The Psalmist says, “Your promise gives me life” (Psalm 119:50). 

Only He can get our heart started. Where there is nothing, all that’s left is 

Christ, His life, and His mercy. He raises the dead, the dead like us. After 

killing us with our sin, God Himself brings us to life with the Gospel. When 

He calls on us to repent He makes us nothing. Then He gives us everything; 

calling into being that which was not. He really can mean it! 

 

 

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 

46333604 or 0407583922.  

Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at 

ddaelc@gmail.com.  

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au 

Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.  

mailto:paziebell@gmail.com
mailto:ddaelc@gmail.com
http://www.aelc.org.au/


 

COMING SERVICES  

31 January 

4 Epiphany 

7 February 

5 Epiphany 

14 February 

The Transfiguration 

8.30am OAK LR 

8.30am TMBA LR 

9.00am GRN LR 

9.30am AUB LR 

9.00am MARBURG HC 

8.30am OAK HC 

8.30am TMBA LR 

9.30am AUB LR 

10.00am GRN HC 

9.00am MARBURG LR 

8.30am OAK LR 

8.30am TMBA HC 

9.00am GRN LR 

10.30am AUB HC 

9.00am MARBURG LR 

Sunday, 31 January 

READINGS: Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

HYMNS: 498   239   360   (852   840)   822 

Sunday, 7 February 

READINGS: Isaiah 40:21-31; 1 Corinthians 9:16-27; Mark 1:29-39 

HYMNS: 499   16   150   (376   292)   443 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wednesday, 3 February, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at pastor’s home. Opening Devotion: 

Narelle. Key Word: Light. Item of Interest: Something beginning with “Z” or your own 

choice. 

 

Tuesday, 9 February, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey.  

Thursday, 11 February, 10.00am. Bible Study at Lowood.  

 

Congregational AGM’s 

OAK: 

TMBA: Today, 2.00pm at Pastor’s place.  

AUB:  Sunday, 31 January, 7.30pm.  

GRN: Sunday, 7 February, immediately after service.  

MARBURG: Sunday, 31 January, immediately after service.  


