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INTROIT: God is our Refuge and Strength, a very present help in troubles.

Therefore, we shall not be afraid, although the earth quakes and the mountains
topple into the middle of the seas, although its water roars and foams, and the
mountains quake with its surging.
There is a river, and its streams make the city of God glad, the holy dwellingplace of the Most High.
God is inside it. It will not be shaken. God will help it when the morning
dawns.
Nations rage, kingdoms totter. He utters His voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Come! See the works of the LORD! He has brought devastation on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth. He breaks the bow and cuts the
spear in pieces. He burns the chariots with fire.
“Cease striving and know that I am God! I shall be exalted among the nations.
I shall be exalted in the earth.”
The LORD of hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Psalm 46
COLLECT: Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your

faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver
us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your
Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
READINGS: Revelation 14:6-7 The message of the angel.
Romans 3:19-28
A person is justified through faith.
Matthew 11:12-19
The truth will set you free.
SERMON: Revelation 14:6-7 Is the Reformation Over?

The Lord’s Supper has always been seen as a sign of unity between those who commune
together at the Lord’s table (1 Cor. 10:17). When Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper in a
church body that has a confession of faith, they thereby declare that they believe that they
are one in faith with those who commune with them. Since people cannot honestly hold two
differing confessions at the same time, they cannot honestly commune with those whose
confession is in conflict with their own. If any do this nevertheless, they deny their ow n
confession, and so deny Christ Himself (2 Cor. 6:14-18). We ask visitors who are
communicant members in a church not in fellowship with the AELC, or are not
familiar with the AELC Statement of Faith , to refrain from communing today. If you
have questions, please speak with the pastor after service.

Welcome to all with us today!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 46333604 or 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

“By Scripture alone! By grace alone! By faith alone! By Christ alone! To
the glory of God alone!”
While many in churched communities will soon gather to celebrate a
“festival of reconciliation” - in which Lutherans gather with Roman Catholics
or others to downplay the insurmountable differences between the church
bodies – we in the AELC rightly gather to celebrate the gift of God’s Word in
its truth and purity! We reminisce on those precious words, “For we conclude
that a person is justified by faith, apart from the works of the Law” (Romans
3:28). In connection with this verse, Martin Luther wrote: “Suddenly I felt as if
born anew, as if the gate to paradise had been opened.”
Rightly so, for Luther is an example of someone who had been trapped in the
bitter slavery and futility of the Law. Luther had been trapped in the Roman
Catholic Church, which had all but abandoned the Word of God in favour of
man-made doctrines.
Luther had long seen our Lord Jesus as a harsh judge whom he needed to
appease by his good works. It was by a miracle of the Holy Spirit that Luther,
like us, was brought to understand and believe that salvation is by God’s grace
alone and not by human works or good deeds. “For by grace you have been
saved through faith. This is not of yourselves. It is the gift of God, 9 not of
works, that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Luther then became a
staunch defender of the true Christian faith based solely on the Bible.

Within our fellowship we do not gather on the festival of Reformation to celebrate a
man, but rather to celebrate the gift our Lord gave back to His Church through a man the Word of God in its truth and purity! It is grace which separates the Christian faith
from all other religions in the world. All of the world’s religions are based on human
merits/good works for salvation. By nature man knows only this form of religion and
tries to import such thinking into the salvation picture. In no uncertain terms our Lord
assures us that salvation is by God’s grace (undeserved love!) alone - it cannot be a
combination of God’s grace and man’s works.
Our Lord speaks of our salvation by grace alone when He says, “No eye has seen, no
ear has heard, and no mind has comprehended what God has prepared for those who
love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). That is how foreign the thought of salvation by grace is
to natural man!
Yet, we are freely given this grace and salvation. For by grace we have been saved
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Grace shows our salvation as a gift of God alone with no merit or
worthiness in ourselves. Faith is God’s gracious key by which we may access Christ’s
merits that open the doors of heaven!
Now, there are a lot of different “faiths” in the world, but only one that saves - faith
in Jesus Christ! The true and saving faith looks to and trusts in Jesus alone for
forgiveness and salvation. “For there is no other name under heaven that has been
given among human beings by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Faith is a precious gift - it can’t be bought, earned, or chosen; it can only be given!
Only the Holy Spirit can work this miracle in our hearts, leading us to understand and
believe. Only the Holy Spirit can lead us to understand and believe that “a person is
justified by faith, apart from the works of the Law” (Romans 3:28).
God’s Word is the means through which this gift is bestowed on us. Sad to say, what
Scripture teaches has become a matter of popular vote today. All around us we see the
devastating effects of tampering with God’s Word. St. Paul foresaw that a time will
come when people “will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths”
(2 Timothy 4 :4).
So, while many will gather again this year for a “festival of reconciliation” and not
celebrate the Reformation as a testimony to the grace of God, on our part we shall
gather in our AELC churches to rejoice in our Lord’s certain mercy in restoring to us
His Word in its truth and purity. As Martin Luther was God’s chosen instrument to
bring about the sixteenth century Reformation, so we today are God’s chosen
instruments to continue the work started so long ago. Let us therefore carry forth the
battle standard of the Reformation. May our battle cry forever be: “By Scripture alone!
By grace alone! By faith alone! By Christ alone! To the glory of God alone!”

COMING SERVICES
Saturday, 31 October
All Saints’ Day
7.30pm MARBURG HC

1 November
All Saints’ Day

8 November
23 Pentecost

8.30am OAK LR
8.00am TMBA Bible Study and
9.00am HC
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC
9.00am MARBURG LR

8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am LOWOOD LR

Saturday 31 October / Sunday, 1 November
READINGS: Revelation 7:2-17;

1 John 3:1-3;

Matthew 5:1-12

HYMNS: 402 213 164 (609 292) 854
MARBURG: 402 213 164 609

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Saturday October 31, 10am. Combined CoC/Seminary Committee Meeting at
Troy’s Rd. Please ensure a delegate attends from each congregation.
Pastor is taking holidays in November, and will be way for Sunday the 8, 15, 22 of
November. If there is an emergency, contact him on 0407 583922.

