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Bulletin for the 14th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 75 450 270 148 847 345
INTROIT: Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and
whose sin is covered!
Blessed is the person whose iniquity the LORD does not count
against him, and in whose spirit is no deceit!
When I kept silent, my bones became brittle because of my groaning all day
long.
For Your hand lay heavily on me by day and by night. The dry heat of summer
overturned my energy.
I acknowledged my sin to You and did not conceal my iniquity. I said, “I shall
confess my rebellious acts to the LORD,” and You forgave the iniquity of my
sin.
For this reason let every devout person pray to You in a time when You may
be found. Surely, when great floodwaters come they will not reach him.
You are a hiding place for me. You will protect me from trouble. You will
surround me with shouting over deliverance.
Psalm 32:1-7
COLLECT: O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that
are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Supper has always been seen as a sign of unity between those who commune
together at the Lord’s table (1 Cor. 10:17). When Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper in a
church body that has a confession of faith, they thereby declare that they believe that they
are one in faith with those who commune with them. Since people cannot honestly hold two
differing confessions at the same time, they cannot honestly commune with those whose
confession is in conflict with their own. If any do this nevertheless, they deny their ow n
confession, and so deny Christ Himself (2 Cor. 6:14-18). We ask visitors who are
communicant members in a church not in fellowship with the AELC, or are not
familiar with the AELC Statement of Faith , to refrain from communing today. If you
have questions, please speak with the pastor after service.

READINGS: Ezekiel 33:7-9 The watchman and his message.
Romans 13:1-10 Let everyone be subordinate to the governing
authorities!
Matthew 18:1-20 Dealing with a sinning brother.
SERMON: Romans 13:1-10 Be Subordinate to Governing Authorities
Jesus’ kingdom of grace is His rule in the hearts of those who believe in
Him
All people by nature are under the governance of Christ’s kingdom of power.
They are born into it. It is by God’s action alone, through the Gospel and
Baptism, that we become members of Christ’s kingdom of grace. Through the
Gospel (“For I am not ashamed of the Good News. For it is the power of God
to save everyone who believes it, the Jew first and also the Gentile” Romans
1:16) and Baptism (“He saved us, not because of any righteous works that we
have done but because of His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and
renewal by the Holy Spirit” Titus 3:5), God creates faith in our hearts. Through
these same means of grace, as well as through the Lord’s Supper, Christ
preserves His reign in our hearts. The Reformed churches, following the lead
of Ulrich Zwingli (d. 1531), deny that God carries out His reign of grace only
through the means of grace. They believe that the Holy Spirit does not need
vehicles to enter into and work in the heart of man. Scripture, however, teaches
otherwise.
Jesus has said that His rule is inside us. It is invisible. It is His rule in the
hearts of those who believe in Him. He says, “The kingdom of God does not
come in such a way that people can observe it. 21 Nor will people say, ‘Look!
Here it is,’ or ‘There it is.’ For, indeed, the kingdom of God is in your midst”
(Luke 17:21-22). When God works faith in our hearts, He establishes His reign
there. He rescues us from the power of the devil and makes us alive in Christ.
Paul writes, “However, God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love
for us, 5 also made us, even when we were dead in trespasses, alive with
Christ. It is by grace that you have been saved” (Eph. 2:5). He gives us a new
will that delights in carrying out God’s will (“For according to the inward
human being I delight in God’s Law” Romans 7:22). Christ does not carry out
His rule by compulsion. Through the Gospel and the Sacraments, Christ
develops in us a deep appreciation of His grace, so that we, according to the
new man, desire to serve Him.

Since Christ’s kingdom of grace is not of this world, it does not interfere
with earthly kingdoms. It doesn’t undermine or overthrow any worldly
government. It isn’t revolutionary. Those who advocate the social gospel or
liberation theology long for a kingdom of God on earth. Christ’s kingdom,
however, does not advocate the overthrow of existing governments. In our
Second Reading for today we read, “1 Let everyone be subordinate to the
governing authorities! For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities
that exist have been ordained by God. 2 Therefore, he who refuses to subordinate
himself to the authority resists God’s ordinance, and those who resist it will bring
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the governing authority? Do
what is right, and it will praise you! 4 For it is God’s servant for your benefit.
However, if you do wrong, you should be afraid! For it does not bear the sword for
nothing. It is God’s servant, an avenger that is an agent of wrath to anyone who does
wrong. 5 Therefore it is necessary to subordinate oneself, not only because of God’s
wrath, but also because of conscience. 6 For that is why you also pay taxes. For they
are God’s servants, who attend continually to this work. 7 Pay to all what you owe
them! If you owe anyone tribute, pay tribute; if taxes, then taxes; if respect, then
respect; if honour, then honour! (Romans 13:1-7). Christ's kingdom is not

extended by force or by the sword. It is established by the proclamation of the
Gospel. “When Jesus came near, He spoke to them. He said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 19 Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all the nations by baptising them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and by teaching them to keep all that I have
commanded you! Certainly, I am with you always, until the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:18-20).
Christ is also the head of the Church. He is the King of his kingdom of grace.
There is no visible head of the Church on earth. No pope or any other official
can claim to be the head of the Church. The Roman Catholic Church is in error
when it claims that Christ’s kingdom of grace is a visible organisation. It is
invisible, for faith and the work of the Holy Spirit cannot be seen.
Thank God that, by His grace, we stand in His kingdom of grace. As Paul
wrote, “My fellow-Christians, I am telling you the Good News that I told you,
which you also received and on which you also stand” (1 Cor. 15:1). Since
Christ carries out His rule in our hearts through His means of grace, we shall
also treasure those means through which He will preserve us in His kingdom
to everlasting life.

Welcome to all with us today!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 46333604 or 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
13 September
15 Pentecost

20 September
16 Pentecost

8.00am Bible Study & 9.00am
TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC Harvest
Thanksgiving
9.00am MARBURG LR

8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am LOWOOD HC &
Bible Study **Please note the
change

27 September
17 Pentecost

8.30am OAK HC Harvest
Thanksgiving
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC Harvest
Thanksgiving
9.00am LOWOOD LR

Sunday, 13 September
READINGS: Genesis 50:15-21;
Romans 14:1-12;
Matthew 18:21-35
Aubigny: Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
2 Corinthians 9:6-15;
Luke 12:13-21
HYMNS: 422 119 430 (840) 508
Aubigny: 567 563 814 138 840 643
Sunday, 20 September
READINGS: Isaiah 55:6-9;

Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30;

Matthew 20:1-16

HYMNS: 461 324 332 (840 847) 459

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, 8 September, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: Grant.
Bible Studies:
Sunday, 13 September, 8.00am at Toowoomba.
Thursday, 17 September, 10.00am at Lowood.
Sunday, 20 September, after service at Lowood.
Friday, 19 September, 7.30pm at Greenwood.
Friday, 26 September, 7.30pm at Aubigny.
***Please note that services can change, depending on any further restrictions being
placed on places of worship by the government during covid 19. If any decisions are
made which will affect our services, I shall let everyone know.

