DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY,
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

2 August 2020
Bulletin for the 9th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 305 386 334 284 (294) 391
INTROIT: Give thanks to the LORD! For He is good. For His mercy
endures for ever.
Give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures for ever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His mercy endures for ever; to Him
who alone does miraculous things, for His mercy endures for ever; to
Him who by understanding made the heavens, for His mercy endures
for ever; to Him who spread out the earth on the waters, for His
mercy endures for ever; to Him who made the great lights, for His
mercy endures for ever; the sun to rule over the day, for His mercy
endures for ever; the moon and stars to rule over the night, for His
mercy endures for ever.
Psalm 136:1-9
COLLECT: Heavenly Father, although we do not deserve Your
goodness, still You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant
us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks
for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Supper has always been seen as a sign of unity between those who commune
together at the Lord’s table (1 Cor. 10:17). When Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper in a
church body that has a confession of faith, they thereby declare that they believe that they
are one in faith with those who commune with them. Since people cannot honestly hold two
differing confessions at the same time, they cannot honestly commune with those whose
confession is in conflict with their own. If any do this nevertheless, they deny their ow n
confession, and so deny Christ Himself (2 Cor. 6:14-18). We ask visitors who are
communicant members in a church not in fellowship with the AELC, or are not
familiar with the AELC Statement of Faith , to refrain from communing today. If you
have questions, please speak with the pastor after service.

READINGS: Isaiah 55:1-5 An invitation to abundant life.
Romans 9:1-13 God will keep His promise to believers.
Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand.
SERMON: Romans 9:1-5 Cursed and cut off from Christ
Inter-Faith Prayers for the Pandemic to Cease? What Is at Stake is Bigger
Than What You Think
Leonardo De Chirico
vaticanfiles.org
Can you imagine an Apostle Paul who, at the Areopagus in Athens (Acts 17), invites
his listeners (followers of various philosophical schools and ancient cults) to unite in
prayer, each to his own god/ideal as a sign of fraternity? Can you imagine an Apostle
Peter who, in writing to Christians at the four corners of the Roman Empire (1 Peter
1:1), recommends that they raise petitions together with the faithful of the Eastern,
Greek and Roman religions, to invoke the end of a pandemic? For those who have a
basic grasp of the biblical faith, this is pretty absurd. Not for Rome, though. Indeed,
the Roman Catholic Church organised a “Day of Prayer and Fasting addressed to
believers of all religions” (14 May) under the auspices of the Higher Committee for
Human Fraternity to pray together. Catholics, Muslims and people of other religions or
of no religion were all encouraged to pray to her/his own god or personal ideal for the
pandemic to cease.
Before examining the theological problems behind the inter-faith prayer promoted by
the Roman Catholic Church, it is important to be aware of the context of this initiative.
The aforementioned Higher Committee for Human Fraternity was established in 2019,
a few months after the meeting in Abu Dhabi between Pope Francis and Ahmed alTayyeb, Grand Imam of al-Azhar, the Muslim University in Cairo (Egypt). That
meeting was centred on the signing of the controversial “Document on Human
Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together.” In spite of the praise gathered in
inter-faith circles, it is a controversial document for a simple reason: it joins the
commendable attempt to build a peaceful society (especially in areas where the
relationship between the Muslim majority and the Christian minority is tense) with the
idea that Muslims and Christians are “brothers and sisters” praying to the same God.
In so doing, it wrongly exchanges proximity with fraternity, i.e. our being neighbours
with all men and women, with our being brothers and sisters with those who belong to
the family of God in Jesus Christ. While proximity connects people of different faiths
and backgrounds and calls them to live in peace, fraternity is a spiritual bond that
unites believers in Jesus Christ as brothers and sisters in Him.
The “Document on Human Fraternity” blurs the distinction and changes the meaning
of fraternity, extending it to the relationships between peoples of different religions, as
if Muslims and Christians are “brothers and sisters” praying to the same God.

This day of prayer witnessed the participation of believers of all religions, but also of
those who do not believe, united “spiritually” to pray to their divinity or ideal, all
pleading for the end of the pandemic. Each participant was called to address his
god/ideal in a spirit of fraternity that embraced everyone. What is at stake
theologically is enormous. Moving beyond the perimeter of the biblical faith, Roman
Catholicism legitimizes prayers to other deities or religious ideals, silencing the
prophetic message of Scripture that we either serve the biblical God or idols. It fails to
bear witness to the claims of Jesus Christ as the God-man who came to save those who
believe in him, and instead changes the meaning of fraternity by stretching it
indiscriminately to all humanity, rather than believers in Jesus only. In so doing, the
tenets of the biblical faith are trampled on.
This is a further move away from biblical Christianity. Not being anchored in
Scripture alone, not being committed to Christ alone, Roman Catholicism is anxious to
extend its ever-expanding catholicity (i.e. all-encompassing embracement) in all
directions, even those clearly contrary to the basics of the Christian faith. This is not
even something new that was introduced by the current Jesuit Pope with his
“uncertain” magisterium. It is rather a confirmation of the slippery slope of the
“development” of what is already contained in Vatican II (Lumen Gentium n. 16),
with its universalistic bent, which was visually represented at the inter-religious prayer
of Assisi (1986, convened by John Paul II) and then confirmed by Francis’ apostolic
exhortation of 2013 (Evangelii Gaudium nn. 244-254), eventually culminating in the
“Document on Human Fraternity” in 2019.
Present-day Roman Catholicism, while open to ecumenism with liberal Protestants,
Eastern Orthodox and Evangelicals, does the same with Muslims, Buddhists, men of
goodwill, etc. For Rome, unity is not only among Christians, but among all women
and men as human beings. This “unity” is based on the “gospel” of our common
humanity, to which everyone belongs regardless of faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and
Lord. The question remains, though: Is this the biblical gospel?
Biblical proximity does not require common prayer and does not entail fraternity. At
the Areopagus, while respectfully engaging various people in various contexts, Paul
preached the gospel by calling all to repent and believe in the Man appointed by the
Father who was raised from the dead, i.e. Jesus Christ (Acts 17:31). He was a good
neighbour, but he did not call the Athenians “brothers and sisters”, nor did he ask them
to pray with him. To the Christians scattered all over the world, Peter did not give the
advice of uniting in prayer with the peoples around them, but he did teach them to
always be prepared to make a defence of the gospel (1 Peter 4:15). Peter wanted them
to be good neighbours (e.g. 1 Peter 2:12), but always ready to proclaim the
excellencies of Him who had called them out of darkness into His marvellous light. If
Paul and Peter were informed of the “Day of Prayer and Fasting addressed to believers
of all religions”, they would ask themselves: is this biblical Christianity?

Welcome to all with us today!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 46333604 or 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
9 August
10 Pentecost

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC
9.00am MINDEN LR

16 August
11 Pentecost

8.30am TMBA LR
8.30am OAK LR
9.30am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am MARBURG HC
Harvest Thanksgiving & Bible
Study

23 August
12 Pentecost

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.30am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC
9.00am MINDEN LR

Sunday, 9 August
READINGS: Job 38:4-18;

Romans 10:5-17;

Matthew 14:22-33

HYMNS: 272 404 609 (150 291) 410
Sunday, 16 August
READINGS: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8;
Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32;
Harvest: Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
2 Corinthians 9:6-15;

Matthew 15:21-28
Luke 12:13-21

HYMNS: Downs: 151 401 443 643
Marburg: 567 563 814 138 840 643

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday, 5 August, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Oakey. Opening Devotion:
Margaret. Key Word: Led. Item of Interest: Something beginning with “V”
Downs Parish: We shall hold our Parish AGM in Oakey on Sunday the 16th of August at
7.30pm.

