DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY,
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA
28 July 2019
Bulletin for the 7th Sunday after Pentecost

HYMNS: 503 422 421 839 840 426
INTROIT: I shall give thanks to You with all my heart; before the gods I shall sing praise to You.
I shall bow down toward Your holy temple, and I shall give thanks to Your name, because of Your mercy and because
of Your truth. For You have made Your name and Your Promise greater than everything else.
On the day when I called, You answered me. You used strength to make me confident in my soul.
All the kings of the earth will give You thanks, O LORD, because they have heard the Words of Your mouth.
May they sing about the Ways of the LORD! For the glory of the LORD is great.
For, although the LORD is high, He regards lowly people. Yet He knows the haughty person from afar.
Although I walk in the middle of trouble, You will keep me alive. You will stretch out Your hand against the anger of
my enemies and Your right hand will save me.
The LORD will fulfil His purpose to protect me. Your mercy, O LORD, endures for ever. Do not forsake the works of
Your hands!
Psalm 138
READINGS: Genesis 18:17-33 Abraham pleads with the LORD.
Colossians 2:6-19 Be strengthened in your faith as you have been taught.
Luke 11:1-13 Lord, teach us to pray.
SERMON: Luke 11:1-13 Be bold and persistent in prayer
EUTHANASIA IN THE VICTORIA/TASMANIA DITRICT OF THE UNITING CHURCH
It has been recently reported that the Uniting Church of Victoria/Tasmania has voted in support of motions to allow euthanasia
in their agencies. In a statement posted on their website1 we read:
“Key points from the resolution included:
There was a range of faithful Christian responses to voluntary assisted dying.
Exploring, accessing and conscientiously objecting to voluntary assisted dying were all within the range of faithful Christian
responses to the Victorian Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017.
To give permission within Victoria to UCA institutions (Uniting Vic.Tas and Uniting AgeWell) and the UCA-affiliated hospital
group Epworth HealthCare to make voluntary assisted dying allowable within the context of their facilities and services for their
patients, clients and residents.
Moderator Rev Denise Liersch said afterwards: “The decision was made after a long period of careful consideration,
discussion, and prayer.
“As followers of Jesus, we affirm that all human life is precious and has God-given dignity.
“We believe allowing voluntary assisted dying in our agencies, under the constraints of the legislation, is consistent with this
belief.
“The Synod will prepare pastoral responses and resources that reflect the Synod’s decision.
“The Synod acknowledged that exploring, accessing, and conscientiously objecting to voluntary assisted dying was within the
range of faithful Christian responses to the Victorian Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017.
“As outlined in the legislation, any individual in our agencies or Church members may act in accordance with their own
conscience in this matter.
“I was impressed with the way in which the Synod members grappled with this issue openly, honestly and faithfully with its
theological and practical implications.”
Let’s get our heads around the moderator’s assertion, “As followers of Jesus…voluntary assisted dying in our agencies, under
the constraints of the legislation, is consistent with this belief”.
“As follower of Jesus,” we support the killing of terminally ill human beings?! What a disgrace to attach Christ’s name to such
an ignominious and evil practice!
The following is what our Statement of Faith says in regard to euthanasia:
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https://crosslight.org.au/2019/07/09/synod-day-four-recap/

Euthanasia is contrary to God’s command, “You shall not murder.” 2 Suicide is self-murder, and assistance to suicide, as it
occurs in euthanasia, is complicity in murder. Those who ignore this cannot escape a guilty conscience before God, the judge. For
He will punish murderers and those who have complicity in murder.
God Himself has distinguished human life from animal life by creating human beings in His own image.3 God has also
distinguished human life from animal life by endowing human life with spirit. 4 Each human person bears the stamp of God’s
original design. God pointed to the original image of Himself in human beings when He threatened His retribution on those who
are guilty of taking human life.5 Therefore how human beings put down animals when they are old and miserable cannot be the
way in which they treat their fellow human beings. God alone knows whether disease or injury is incurable. Since our times are in
God’s hands,6 it is His prerogative alone to decide when and how an individual should move to the existence that continues
beyond temporal death.
Christians have the special duty, for Jesus’ sake, to encourage, support, and suffer with, those who are weak or defenceless.7
Therefore, even if there is legislation in favour of euthanasia, Christian people are bound to continue their determined opposition
to it.8
We reject arguments in favour of euthanasia that are based on so-called “quality of life” as fallacies. For human life does not have to be perfect in
every respect to be worth living.
We reject arguments in favour of euthanasia based on the claim that each individual has the right to choose whether he or she wants to live on.
We reject every attempt to cheapen human life through sanctioning voluntary euthanasia. Once the principle is established that citizens’ lives may be
ended with others’ help, all people who are incurably sick or physically defective are in principle put at risk.
We reject the assumption that one or more doctors may decide whether a person’s life should continue or not. For that is God’s prerogative.

No doubt there will be Christians within the Uniting Church of Victoria/Tasmania who are grieving this decision. We too, grieve
at this decision and ask for God’s mercy upon those who have voted in favour of this godless and evil practice.
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
4 August
8 Pentecost

8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am LOWOOD HC & Bible
Study

11 August
9 Pentecost

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.30am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC
9.00am MARBURG LR

18 August
10 Pentecost

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC
9.00am MINDEN LR

Sunday, 4 August
READINGS: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26;

Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

HYMNS: 388 239 386 (159 283) 345
Sunday, 11 August
READINGS: Genesis 15:1-6;

Hebrews 11:1-16;

Luke 12:22-40

HYMNS: 524 200 149 (840 294) 528

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DOWNS PARISH
Wednesday, 7 August, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Oakey. Opening Devotion: Margaret. Key Word: Keep. Item of Interest:
Something beginning with “P”.
The next youth group will be a movie night on Saturday the 10th of August at 7pm at Toowoomba. Please bring movies and snacks.
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Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17; Romans 13:9.
Genesis 1:26-27.
4
Genesis 2:7.
5
Genesis 9:6.
6
Psalm 31:15; Acts 17:26.
7
Proverbs 31:8.
8
Acts 5:29.
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