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INTROIT: See how good and pleasant it is when brothers live together!
It is like fine olive-oil on the head, flowing down the beard, down on Aaron’s beard, flowing down on the
collar of his robes.
It is like the dew of Hermon falling on the mountains of Zion. For there the LORD has commanded the
blessing, life for ever.
Psalm 133
COLLECT: O king of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without
consolation, but send us the Spirit of truth, whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign
with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Acts 1:12-26 Matthias is chosen as an apostle
Revelation 22:1-20 “Behold, I am coming soon! I am the Alpha and Omega.”
John 17:20-26 Jesus prays for those who will believe
SERMON: John 17:20-26 Jesus prays for us
“I am not praying for these only but also for those who believe in Me through their Word, 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father,
are in Me, and I am in You. Let them also be in Us, that the world may believe that You have sent Me! 22 I have given them the glory that
You have given Me, that they may be one, as We are one. 23 I am in them, and You are in Me. Let them be brought to complete unity that
the world may know that You have sent Me and that You have loved them as You have loved Me! 24 Father, I desire that those also
whom You have given to Me may be with Me where I am, that they may see My glory, which You have given to Me, because You have
loved Me before the foundation of the world. 25 Righteous Father, the world has not known You, but I have known You, and these have
come to know that You have sent Me. 26 I have made Your name known to them and shall make it known, that the love with which You
have loved Me may be in them and that I may be in them.”
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Jesus is coming again!
Though we do not have an announced date for the Last Day, God in His Word has given us enough signs of its coming for us to
know that it indeed is drawing near. Jesus tells us that in the days before His coming most people will behave just as they did
before the coming of the flood in the days of Noah; that is, they will be busy with business, with enjoying themselves, with family
and friends, giving no thought to the end of all things and the coming judgment, (Matthew 24:37-39). They will have their god:
self and self-interest. In the midst of all their self-indulgence there will be what there always is when people live only for self:
strife and wars, confusion in society and culture, betrayal of friends and family, and not least, opposition to and hatred of the
Gospel; there will be heresy even where the Gospel is still heard (Mark 13:22; 1 Timothy 4:1; 1 John 2:18). Yes, some of the most
horrible errors will appear inside of the church itself with the persistence of the Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12) in leading
people away from trust in Christ to trust in his own deceiving wonders and invented doctrines.
To be sure, most of these things have been happening and that to an ever-greater degree since the days of Adam and Eve.
Nevertheless, as they happen in our day they serve as a reminder that we will never have a heaven on earth as we know it now;
they warn us against the folly of imagining that somehow the church can transform the world into an earthly paradise. Yes, and
they warn us that the very effort is akin to the building of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11), which also brought down the wrath of
God on people who thought they could do without Him.
There is, however, one promise of Christ about the timing of the end of the world that is all but unique to our time. Jesus said, 14
“This Good News of the kingdom will also be preached in the whole world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will
come… 34 “Truly, I tell you, that this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things happen. 35 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but My Words will certainly not pass away,” (Matthew 24:14, 34-35).
Jesus gives the assurance that even in the worst of times His Gospel and the Church will endure. However, the especially telling
feature of the promise is that He will not return until that Word has been proclaimed in all the world. That promise has largely
been fulfilled in our age; it would be difficult to find places on earth where the message has not penetrated at one time or another
and to one degree or another. Then He adds that significant remark that the generation to which He addressed these words would

not end until He returned. In Jesus’ way of looking at time, there are but two generations: the generation of promise before His
birth and the generation of fulfillment that ends with His coming again.
So, what then is left to happen before all of His promises to this generation have been fulfilled? Nothing! It is for us as Jesus
said: Watch! You do not know the day or the hour. Neither is it your business to know it. Your business is to be ready when He
comes, be that in the hour of death or on the day of His second coming - the day of resurrection and judgment. That watching
consists of a faithful hearing of His Word. It is a life of repentance that laments sin. It is a life that rejoices to hear the Saviour’s
voice in the Gospel of redemption and forgiveness. It is a life that as a result of the love of God, of His immeasurable grace and
mercy in Christ, strives to live a life that loves God and His Word and serves our neighbour. It is a life that shuns, therefore, all
that is contrary to that Word and lives to receive again and again the blood-bought grace and forgiveness of the Redeemer. Such a
one can always pray with St. John the last words of the Bible, from our Second Reading for today, “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev.
22:20).
We look and long for His coming. For then it will finally all come together, and Jesus will be seen for what He has always been:
All in all! Then finally we will sing and say - and actually and fully mean it: “Behold, He has done all things well!” Then we will
see Jesus! He found us naked and clothed us with His own righteousness. He found us dead and breathed life and life eternal into
us. He saw us starving and fed us with Himself. He came to us mortally wounded and poured healing salve into all our wounds. He
looked on us weeping and in despair and that through our own fault and then spoke to us powerful words of comfort. He did it all.
He did it all by His work and by His Word. Eternity will indeed have to last forever to give us sufficient time to thank and praise
Him for it all!
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
9 June
Pentecost

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC

16 June
Trinity Sunday

8.00am Bible Study & 9.00am
HC TMBA
8.30am OAK LR
9.30am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

23 June
2 Pentecost

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC

Sunday, 9 June
READINGS: Genesis 11:1-9;

Acts 2:1-21;

John 14:23-31

HYMNS: 775 121 119 (71 78) 133
Sunday, 16 June
READINGS: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31;
HYMNS: 135 139 140 (136 325)

Acts 2:14a, 22-36;

John 8:48-56
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, 11 June, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: John Ritter.
Wednesday, 12 June, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Oakey. Opening devotion: Carolyn.
Key Word: Judge. Item of Interest: Something beginning with “N”.
Saturday, 15 June. The youth group will meet at the Zischke’s, 480 Old Goombungee Rd, Cawdor. It will be either parlour games or
a bonfire, depending on the weather.
Bible Studies:
Friday, 14 June, Greenwood.
Sunday, 16 June, Toowoomba.
Friday, 21 June, Aubigny/Oakey.

