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Bulletin for the First Sunday in Lent

HYMNS: 852 53 756 67 65 791
INTROIT: The one who lives under the shelter of the Most High will stay for the night in the shadow of the Almighty.
I shall say to the LORD, “My Refuge and my Fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”
For He Himself will rescue you from the fowler’s snare and from the destructive plague.
He will cover you with His feathers, and you will take refuge under His wings. His truth will be your Shield and Buckler.
You will not be afraid of the terror of the night, or of the arrow that flies by day, 6 or of the plague that stalks in
darkness, or of the pestilence that lays waste at midday.
A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.
You will only look with your eyes and see the retribution on wicked people.
For You, O LORD, are my Refuge. You have made the Most High your Dwelling-place.
No harm will happen to you. No plague will come near your tent.
For He will command His angels about you, to protect you in all your ways.
They will lift you up on their hands so that you may not strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the cobra. You will trample on the young lion and the snake.
Psalm 91:1-13
COLLECT: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land.
Guide the people of Your Church, that, following our Saviour, we may walk through the wilderness of this world
toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 We cried to the LORD and He heard us.
Romans 10:8b-13 Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.
Luke 4:1-13 Do not put the Lord Your God to a test.
SERMON: Luke 22:31-38 A Final declaration of Love
The Lord’s Supper has always been seen as a sign of unity between those who commune together at the Lord’s table (1 Cor. 10:17). When
Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper in a church body that has a confession of faith, they thereby declare that they believe that they are
one in faith with those who commune with them. Since people cannot honestly hold two differing confessions at the same time, they cannot
honestly commune with those whose confession is in conflict with their own. If any do this nevertheless, they deny their own confession, and
so deny Christ Himself (2 Cor. 6:14-18). We ask visitors who are communicant members in a church not in fellowship with the
AELC, or are not familiar with the AELC Statement of Faith , to refrain from communing today. If you have questions, please
speak with the pastor after service.

The Temptation of Jesus
Testing by the devil is the final episode in the preparation of Jesus for His ministry. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve
were tested by the cunning serpent and failed. In the wilderness of Sinai, the people of Israel lusted after the worldly pleasures of
Egypt and murmured against the Lord’s leadership. But Jesus Christ shows Himself to be the true Servant of the Lord in
triumphing over the devil.
The devil was once an obedient angel serving his Maker. But this role was not satisfactory; he rebelled against the will of God
and was cast down from heaven. With God’s permission Satan tests the faith of believers. The ultimate clash between two wills is
the contest fought by Christ and the devil.
Jesus is directed by the Holy Spirit to enter into this contest. After His baptism in the Jordan River, He is led by the Spirit into
the desert, a location reminiscent of the wilderness through which Israel was guided by Moses. The temptation lasted 40 days; this
again reminds one of the 40 years of the exodus from Egypt. The 40 days that Jesus spent in the desert are the origin of the 40-day
period of Lent.
During these 40 days, Jesus fasted; He ate nothing and was terribly hungry. Israel also experienced hunger and thirst in the
wilderness. The devil seizes upon this situation by suggesting to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become a loaf
of bread,” (Luke 4:3). The devil is not so much challenging Jesus to prove His divine sonship as tempting Him to use the power of
that sonship for His own selfish purpose: to provide bread for Himself. Jesus responds by quoting a portion of Deuteronomy 8:3.

These are words of Moses addressed to Israel: “He [God] humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna,
which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes
from the mouth of the LORD.” The devil had focused attention on the bread alone; Jesus directs attention to the One who stands
behind the bread. Jesus would fail in His mission if He used His divine power for His own selfish purposes to satisfy His earthly
needs.
The next temptation reported by Luke (the order of the temptations varies from Matthew 4:1–11) is political in nature. The devil
led Jesus to a high place and showed Him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. Then the test: “I shall give you all this
authority and glory… if you worship me,” (4:6). As the Son of God, Jesus had almighty power. He could easily have become a
great world leader and controlled nations. But in seeking this end, He would have been rejecting the will of His Father (even as
Satan had done). Jesus overcomes Satan with a quotation from Deuteronomy 6:13: “Worship the Lord, your God, and serve Him
only!”
Now the devil led Jesus to the highest point of the temple in Jerusalem. He urges Jesus to jump down from this height, assuring
him by a quotation from Psalm 91:11- 12 (though omitting the key phrase “in all your ways”) of the angels’ guarding care. Israel
in the wilderness had put the Lord to the test in similar ways. Jesus refused this course by once more quoting the Scriptures
(Deuteronomy 6:16).
Jesus won the victory over the devil by using the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. He did what Adam and the
people of Israel had failed to do. Like us, He was tempted (Hebrews 4:15), but He was not overcome. He supplies us with the
example of how we can use the Word of God to win victories over the temptations that come to us from Satan.
This defeat of Satan in the desert is not, however, the end of the story. Luke closes with the rather foreboding comment: “When
the devil had finished every way of tempting Him, he left Him until another opportunity would present itself,” (4:13). Jesus would
be faced with various tests during his earthly ministry. The most serious of these was the cross.
Through all the testings, Jesus continued to do the Father’s will. We find comfort in the fact that although we do at times give in
to the devil, Christ did not. He is our champion; by faith in Jesus, we are assured of the final victory over sin, death, and the power
of the devil.
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
13 March
WEDNESDAY

7.30pm GRN Vespers

17 March
2 Lent

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.30am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

20 March
WEDNESDAY

7.30pm TMBA Vespers

Wednesday, 13 March
HYMNS: 61 298 344 48 v.3
Sunday, 17 March
READINGS: Jeremiah 26:8-15;

Philippians 3:17-4:1;

Luke 13:31-35

HYMNS: 76 385 30 (93 294) 85
Wednesday, 20 March
HYMNS: 73 68 338 48 v.3

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, 12 March, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: Jeff.
Saturday, 16 March, 10.00am at Troys Road. Meeting with representatives from the Marburg Parish to discuss a working
arrangement between the two parishes.
Please take a copy of the latest CoC minutes home with you today.

