DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY,
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA
10 February 2019
Bulletin for the 5th Sunday after the Epiphany

HYMNS: 501 336 317 341 839 642
INTROIT: I shall give thanks to You with all my heart; before the gods I shall sing praise to You.
I shall bow down toward Your holy temple, and I shall give thanks to Your name, because of Your mercy and because
of Your truth. For You have made Your name and Your Promise greater than everything else.
On the day when I called, You answered me. You used strength to make me confident in my soul.
All the kings of the earth will give You thanks, O LORD, because they have heard the Words of Your mouth.
May they sing about the Ways of the LORD! For the glory of the LORD is great.
For, although the LORD is high, He regards lowly people. Yet He knows the haughty person from afar.
Although I walk in the middle of trouble, You will keep me alive. You will stretch out Your hand against the anger of
my enemies and Your right hand will save me.
The LORD will fulfil His purpose to protect me. Your mercy, O LORD, endures for ever. Do not forsake the works of
Your hands!
Psalm 138
COLLECT: O Lord, keep Your family, the Church, continually in the true faith, that, relying on the hope of Your
heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Isaiah 6:1-13 Here I am: send me!
1 Corinthians 14:12-20 Edifying the church with spiritual gifts.
Luke 5:1-11 From now on you will catch people.
SERMON: Luke 5:1-11 Our daily and spiritual bread
The mission of the Church is to proclaim the Gospel
In the time between His resurrection and ascension, Jesus gave His church its mission. He said, “Go into the entire world and
preach the Good News to the whole creation!” (Mark 16:15). “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations by baptising
them… and by teaching them,” (Matt. 28:19-20). The church is to share with the world the good news of what Jesus has done to
gain salvation for us.
The book of Acts relates how the disciples carried out Jesus’ commission. Believers did this as individuals (8:4) or as groups of
people (13:2-3). The church is also to proclaim the Law because people need to realise their need for a Saviour. The Law is
proclaimed in the service of the Gospel. It prepares people so they see the need for the Gospel.
The church also administers the sacraments as it carries out the mission Christ has given it. Through Baptism God brings people
into His church, gives them the forgiveness and righteousness Christ has won by His holy life and substitutionary death. Through
the Lord’s Supper God gives to believers the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. He invites us to His Supper and gives us a
foretaste of heaven.
The church’s mission is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in order to make disciples of all nations. Sadly, people obscure
the mission of the church when they focus on people’s earthly needs rather than on their spiritual needs. Love and concern for our
neighbour is a fruit of our faith, but only the Gospel can change people’s hearts so that they will be concerned about their
neighbour’s needs.
There is no doubt that God wants us to be concerned about those who are in need. Through the Old Testament prophets, God
condemned the oppression of the poor. Jesus condemned the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees for their lack of mercy, (Matt.
23:23). When Paul met with James, Peter, and John in Jerusalem, the subject of helping the poor came up, (Gal 2:9-10).
There was concern for the poor demonstrated in the early church. The believers in Jerusalem sold their possessions and shared
the proceeds with the poor (Acts 2:45; 4:32). The early church chose seven deacons to manage the distribution of food to the
widows (Acts 6). Paul gathered a collection for the poor in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16). He speaks of a list of widows in his letter to
Timothy (1 Tim. 5:9). This was a list of widows to be cared for by the church.
This concern for the poor was a fruit of faith. It was part of the sanctified life of God’s people. It was the result of justification by
faith. Deeds of love flow from faith. If those deeds are absent, more than likely faith is also absent. While the Gospel ought to
move us to show concern for the poor and needy, nevertheless, our primary mission remains the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Deeds of love to the needy are fruits of the Gospel in the lives of people whose hearts have been touched by God’s love for
them.

In addition to works of love done by Christians, there are two agencies in society that God instituted for taking care of the needy.
The primary caregiving unit in society is the family. As Paul said, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for
his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever,” (1 Tim. 5:8). The other caregiving agency in
society is the government. God instituted government to provide for the temporal welfare of its citizens (1 Tim. 2:2; Rom. 13:4).
Two movements have obscured the God-given mission of the church. They have focused the mission of the church on ministry
to the temporal needs of people and have neglected the preaching of the Gospel. They have focused the church on effecting
changes and improvements in the structures and patterns of society. They are the Social Gospel (Social Action) Movement and
Liberation Theology.
Washington Gladden (1836-1918), a Congregationalist, and Walter Rauschenbush (1861-1918), a Baptist, are the fathers of the
Social Gospel Movement. This movement focused on making this world a better place in which to live. It obscured a Christian’s
anticipation of a better home in heaven by looking for a kingdom of God on earth. It encouraged churches to focus on meeting the
earthly needs of the poor and neglected the proclamation of sin and grace. It caused many seminaries to add social ethics courses
to their curricula. It encouraged churches to become involved in attempting to change the structures and patterns of society.
Working to change legislation is something individual Christians can do as a part of their citizenship in the state. This is not,
however, the mission of the church.
Our Lord lived in a time when government was corrupt. Yet He did not advocate, nor engage in, attempts to change the
structures and patterns of society. Paul lived under corrupt Roman rulers. Yet he encouraged submission to government (Rom.
13:1). Finally, the attempt by the church to use government to force people to change will fail. Only the Gospel can change
people’s hearts. A church that fails to proclaim the Gospel is neglecting the only tool on earth that can cause people to love their
neighbour.
Another movement that looks for a kingdom of God on earth is Liberation Theology. Liberation Theology is political activism
with a veneer of religiosity. Here again, it is true that the church will demonstrate concern for those in need as a fruit of faith. Yet
there are those who feel the church’s responsibility is to remove the inequities one finds in the world between the haves and the
have-nots. The 20th century’s main spokesman for the movement was Gustavo Gutierrez, a Peruvian priest. His book, A Theology
of Liberation, is the movement’s bible. Building a “just society” is considered the “salvific” work of the church. Sadly, this
movement also neglects the preaching of the Gospel, which alone can set people free. It obscures a Christian’s anticipation of
heaven by looking for a kingdom of God on earth. The theology of liberation, with its emphasis upon this world, is simply another
tool of Satan by which he attempts to mislead the church from its real mission.
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
17 February
6 Epiphany

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

24 February
7 Epiphany

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC

3 March
Transfiguration

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

Sunday, 17 February
READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-8;

1 Corinthians 15:1-20;

Luke 6:17-26

HYMNS: 500 306 818 (364 368) 450 v.6
Sunday, 24 February
READINGS: Genesis 45:3-15;

1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42;

Luke 6:27-38

HYMNS: 465 431 356 (54 290) 339

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today after service we will hold our AGM.
Tuesday, 12 February, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey.
Parish AGM: Sunday, 24 February, 7.30pm at Oakey.
Saturday, 23 February, 10.00am. CoC/Sem. Comm. meeting at Troys Road. Please forward any agenda items to the secretary, Ian
Manz at: igm64@hotmail.com

