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HYMNS: 1 12 4 22
INTROIT: LORD, You have been favourable to Your land. You have brought Jacob back from captivity.
You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people. You have covered all their sin.
You have taken back all Your fury. You have turned away from Your fierce anger.
Restore us, O God, You who save us! Withhold Your indignation toward us!
Will You be angry with us for ever? Will You prolong Your anger through all generations?
Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?
Show us Your mercy, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation!
Let me hear what God, the LORD, will speak! For He will promise peace to His people, to His devout people. However,
let them not become foolish again!
Surely His salvation is near those who fear Him, in order that glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together. Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth will sprout up from the earth, and righteousness will look down from heaven.
The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its produce.
Righteousness will go before Him, to prepare a way for His footsteps.
Psalm 85
COLLECT: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your
gracious visitation: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Zephaniah 3:14-20 Do not be afraid or lose courage.
Philippians 4:4-7 Keep your minds on all that is right.
Luke 7:18-35 Are You the One who is coming?
SERMON: Luke 7:18-23 Blessed is anyone who is not offended because of Me
18

The disciples of John reported to him about all these things. 19 Then John called two of his disciples and sent them to ask the Lord,
“Are You the One who is coming or are we to expect someone else?”
20 The men came to Jesus and said, “John the Baptist has sent us to ask You, ‘Are You the One who is coming or are we to expect
someone else?’”
21 At that time Jesus had healed many people of their diseases, afflictions and evil spirits and had given sight to many who were blind.
22 Jesus answered, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard! Blind people see, lame people are walking, lepers are made
clean, deaf people hear, the dead are raised, and poor people are having the good news told them. 23 Blessed is anyone who is not
offended because of Me!”

Rejoice in the LORD!
In our First Reading for today, taken from Zephaniah chapter 3, we find the prophet interrupting what the LORD had
just spoken by breaking into a song of praise, and he calls for the people of God to join him in praising the LORD. The
LORD had just declared judgment on Jerusalem and the nations. The city of Jerusalem, including its leaders, refused to
return to the Lord. Such impenitence would bring upon them God’s day of wrath. But why would Zephaniah now
break forth in joy? He says their hearts should be filled with joy and gladness and their mouths should overflow with
praise. Why? The reason is simple and yet compelling: “The LORD has taken away the judgments against you. He has
turned away your enemy,” (3:15). Scripture tells us, “The wages of sin is death,” (Romans 6:23) and “The soul who
sins is the one who will die,” (Ezekiel 18:4). If punishment is gone, and if that great enemy, death, has been removed
and what remains of it is simply a sleep of the body until the resurrection, then sin and the guilt associated with it
before God must be gone as well.
This is exactly what has happened. Isaiah speaks of the work of the Suffering Servant in these words: “He was
pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon
Him, and by His wounds we are healed,” (53:5).
The punishment our sin deserves has been placed on Christ. Regarding the new covenant that God would establish in
Christ, the Lord asserts through Jeremiah, “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more,”

(31:34). Zephaniah can speak the way he does in verse 15 because the Lord in His mercy has taken away the sins of
the world. They are removed in Christ, and the terrible consequences of sin have been removed as well. Death and hell
are no longer a threat to the one who clings to Christ in faith. Those enemies have been removed forever.
The second consequence of the removal of sin is that God is present in the midst of His people with His protecting
power. Isaiah tells us, “Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so
that He will not hear,” (59:2).
The holy God hates sin, and He will not dwell among a sinful people. That’s why Isaiah speaks as he does. But when
sin is forgiven, and its guilt has been removed by Christ, there is no reason why the LORD must stay separated from
His people any longer. So Zephaniah assures his readers, “The King of Israel, the LORD, is among you.”
Yes, the LORD is with them, protecting them from harm, delivering them from evil, quieting and comforting them in
their fears and anxieties, and empowering their limp hands to move in service to Him. in fact, The LORD, your God, is
among you. He is a Warrior, who saves. He will rejoice happily over you. He will reduce you to silence in His love. He
will exult over you with shouts of joy,” (v.17). The LORD rejoices because they are living in His presence.
What a glorious revelation of our God! We are the ones who should be filled with joy and singing, because we have
the privilege in Christ of living with our God for eternity. But also note that Zephaniah says that the LORD is just as
happy as we are. He is happy because the goal of His work of redemption - saving His elect - has been reached. He is
joyful because the purpose of creation - that the crown of creation, mankind, might live in His presence forever - has
been realised. God’s universal restoration, purification (3:9), and deliverance from all enemies (verses 15-17) will be
an occasion of joy for God and for His people.

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
23 December
4 Advent

8.30am TMBA Children’s
Christmas Program
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

25 December
Christmas Day

8.00am OAK HC
8.00am TMBA LR
9.00am AUB LR
9.30am GRN HC

30 December
1 Christmas

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

Sunday, 23 December
READINGS: Micah 5:2-5a;

Hebrews 10:5-10;

Luke 1:39-56

HYMNS: 17 633 431 (14 29) 628
Tuesday, 25 December
READINGS: Isaiah 52:7-10;

Hebrews 1:1-12;

HYMNS: 627 46 624 (26 33) 34

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Christmas Services:
Aubigny: Saturday 22 December, 7.00pm.
Toowoomba: Sunday, 23 December, 8.30am.
Carols Evening: Sunday, 23 December, 7.30pm at Oakey.

John 1:1-18

