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Bulletin for the 26th Sunday after Pentecost

HYMNS: 144 485 188 346
INTROIT: Protect me, O God! For I have taken refuge in You.
I have been saying to the LORD: “You are my Lord. Without You I have nothing good.”
As for the holy people who are in the land, they are the excellent people, and all my delight is in them.
Those who run after another god will have many sorrows. I shall not pour out their libations of blood or take up their
names on my lips.
O LORD, You are my allotted portion and my cup. You are firmly holding what has been allotted to me.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places. Surely, I have a delightful inheritance.
I shall bless the LORD, who has given me advice. Even during the nights my inmost parts teach me.
I have set the LORD before Me constantly. Because He is at My right hand, I shall not stagger.
Therefore My heart is glad, and My glory rejoices. My body also will dwell securely. For You will not
abandon My soul to Sheol, or allow Your Faithful One to see decay.
You make known to Me the path of life. In Your presence there is fullness of joy. At Your right hand there
are pleasures for ever.
Psalm 16
COLLECT: O Lord, by Your bountiful goodness release us from the bonds of our sins, which by reason of our
weakness we have brought upon ourselves, that we may stand firm until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Daniel 12:1-3 The time of the end.
Hebrews 10:11-25 Christ’s sacrifice was once for all.
Mark 13:1-8 Signs of the destruction of Jerusalem and of end of the age.
SERMON: Mark 13:1-13 We can stand firm on that which God has built
The Last Day and Final Judgment
Closely connected to all that God has to say to us about death and heaven and hell in the Scriptures are His words to us about
the end of the world, its Last Day and the final judgment. As certain as death and heaven and hell are, just so certain is it that
one day the world as we know it will end. This is what Jesus is alluding to in today’s Gospel from Mark 13. Even as He ascended
into heaven the angels sealed His visible departure from the disciples with the promise: “This same Jesus, who has been taken
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven,” (Acts 1:11). In so many of His
parables Jesus spoke of His return on the Last Day, of the final judgment, and of its significance for the whole of our lives on
earth. Read especially Matthew 22-25. So much of what Jesus tells us there is intended to prepare us for our end in death and
our appearance on the Last Day before His throne of judgment.
Again, with this topic, as with the subjects of death and heaven and hell, we often have more questions than answers. For just
as our death takes place in time but plunges us into eternity, so also the Last Day begins with a point in time but quickly passes
all of humanity into eternity. In eternity, time and space either cease to be relevant or have different definitions than we can
grasp in the here and now. So the Holy Spirit in His Word accommodates Himself to our limitations. He gives us a number of
pointers to the reality of the Last Day, to foretaste of it and of the certainty of its coming.
In the Old Testament, for example, there are the promises of the destruction of Jerusalem. Ezekiel foretold it often and
graphically (e.g., Ezekiel 7). And the prophecies were fulfilled to the letter in 586 B.C. (cf. 2 Kings 25; 2 Chronicles 36; and Daniel’s
great prayer in Daniel 9). Likewise, Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem again (Matthew 13:1-2; Mark 13:2; Luke 19:4144). That prophecy too was fulfilled to the letter in the year A.D. 70 when Titus destroyed Jerusalem.
The point is that just as those promises of God were fulfilled, so too will the promise be carried out that one day the world will
end, and all will be judged. Indeed, so often when Jesus speaks of the coming destruction of Jerusalem, He seamlessly mixes in
elements of the destruction of the world on the Last Day: the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and again in A.D. 70 and

indeed all the other prophecies of the destruction of one kingdom and nation after another, all of these serve as a prelude and
prefiguring of the destruction on the Last Day. What then can we say about that Last Day and last judgment?
First of all, a Last Day will most surely come, and on that day Christ will return visibly just as He promised (Matthew 26:64;
Mark 13:26; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Titus 2:13).
Second, when He returns, all the dead will rise and all will appear before His throne for judgment (John 5:28-29; Matthew
25:32; Acts 24:15; 2 Corinthians 5:10). On that day all will be seen with bodies and souls reunited. Is this judgment any different
from the judgment of those who died before the Last Day? Is it somehow different from that judgment received in the hour of
their death? It is certainly no different in the verdict; those who died in unbelief and went to hell will receive the same verdict on
the Last Day. Likewise, those who died and went to heaven need not fear a reversal of the blessed verdict they received in the
hour of death (Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 14:13).
If the verdict is the same, then what point is there in this judgment on the Last Day? The best that we can say is that the first
judgment was an individual judgment. But the judgment on the Last Day is Christ’s great triumph day when all will see Him and
worship Him, even those who are doomed to eternal destruction (Philippians 2:10-11). The worship, of course, of those
condemned will not be the joyful worship of the believers. Rather, it will be the worship of despair with the confession that God
is just in their condemnation. But it is a day of great triumph and joy for both the saints in heaven and the believers who are still
living on earth on that Last Day. For on that day all will see with their own eyes the final fulfillment of all that God has promised
in His Word. That was the confidence of Job (Job 19:25-26). That was the expectation of Paul (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2
Thessalonians 2:8-12), and that was the repeated promise of Jesus (e.g., John 6:40).

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
25 November
Last Sunday of the Church
Year

8.30am TMBA HC Harvest
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC Harvest

2 December
1 Advent

10.00am OAK HC Parish
Service

9 December
2 Advent

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

Sunday, 25 November
READINGS: Isaiah 51:4-6

Jude 20-25

Mark 13:24-37

HYMNS: 272 735 (tune 248) 338 219
TMBA & AUB: 567 814 456 320 (847) 563
Sunday, 2 December
READINGS: Jeremiah 33:14-16;

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13;

Luke 19:28-40

HYMNS: 2 19 10 163 287 735

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2 December, Parish Advent lunch. Could each family please provide a shared lunch and dessert for Advent? Also, please bring along
glue, scissors, sticky tape, etc., for the craft activity.
Children’s Christmas Services:
Toowoomba: to be decided
Oakey/Greenwood: Sunday 16 December, 10.00am at Trinity Oakey, followed by a shared lunch.
Aubigny: Saturday 22 December, 7.00pm.
Carols Evening: Sunday, 23 December, 7.30pm at Oakey.

