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HYMNS: 302 304 215 306
INTROIT: My soul waits silently for God alone. My salvation comes from Him.
He alone is my Rock and my Salvation. He is my Stronghold. I shall not stagger
greatly.
How long will you people attack a person? How long will all of you be intent on
murdering him, as though he were a leaning wall or a tottering stone fence?
People are planning only to force him down from his high position. They take
delight in lying. They are blessing with their mouths, but inwardly they are
cursing.
Wait quietly for God alone, my soul! For my hope comes from Him.
He alone is my Rock and my Salvation, my High Refuge. I shall not stagger.
My salvation and my glory rest on God, my strong Rock, and my refuge is in God.
Trust Him at all times, you people! Pour out your hearts in His presence! God is
our Refuge.
Surely the descendants of Adam are only breath. The sons of man are an illusion.
When they go up on a pair of scales, they are altogether lighter than breath.
Do not trust in extortion or put false hope in robbery! If riches increase, do not set
your hearts on them!
God has spoken once. I have heard this twice, that power belongs to God, and
that mercy belongs to You, O Lord. For You repay a person according to
what he has done.
Psalm 62
COLLECT: Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and
stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Call for repentance.
1 Corinthians 7:29-35 “The time has been shortened.”
Mark 1:14-20 “I shall make you fishers of men.”
SERMON: John 1:43-51 Doubting Nathanael

Jonah’s Preaching in Nineveh

In Jonah’s time, Nineveh was a city great in power, culture, and size. It was the
last capital city of Assyria, the largest gentile power at that time. Here were
stationed the fierce troops and the swift cavalry of the king. The citizens of
Nineveh felt secure behind its massive walls – some 30 metres high and broad
enough for three chariots to be driven abreast on the roadway running along
their top.
It is not impossible that Nineveh may have had a population of half a million
inhabitants. Chapter 4 mentions there were “more than one hundred and twenty
thousand persons who cannot tell their right hand from their left” (verse 11). We
understand this as referring to children who had not yet reached the age of
discretion (Deuteronomy 1:39). Adding an older brother or sister and two
parents to the family of each of the 120,000 gives a rough estimate of perhaps
500,000 inhabitants in Nineveh.
The city also contained heathen temples, magnificent palaces, parks, gardens
and, later (650 BC), the famous library of Ashurbanipal, with more than 100,000
volumes. Ancient Nineveh was the New York or London of its day.
Jonah got up and went to Nineveh (3:3). Wherever he found people - in the
doorways, in the shops, on the streets - he proclaimed, “There are still forty days
until Nineveh will be overthrown!” (v.4)
Critics who challenge the historicity of Jonah claim the Ninevites would not
have understood the Hebrew language Jonah spoke. Yet, both Hebrew and the
Assyrian language belonged to the Semitic language family, so there was some
basic similarity. In addition, one must remember Jonah could have spoken
Aramaic, the language of commerce and diplomacy in the ancient Near East.
Aramaic was spread by merchants everywhere. The Israelites were also
acquainted with Aramaic (Isaiah 36:11). The question of what language Jonah
used really is not important, since the text assures us that the Ninevites did hear
and understand Jonah’s preaching.
Was Jonah’s message to the people of Nineveh just these handful of words (only
five in the Hebrew) and no more? We are not told, but in view of the results it is
reasonable to assume that what we have here is only a summary of everything he
said. But even this summary contains the truths of God’s Word necessary for
conversion, namely the Law and the Gospel. “Still forty days” was the Gospel,
stating the time of grace God was giving the Ninevites to repent of their sins and
come to Him for forgiveness. That the Ninevites subsequently came to faith (“the
people of Nineveh believed God” verse 5) and trusted in God’s mercy for
forgiveness (“they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth,” verse 9) shows the
gospel had done its work.

“Until Nineveh will be overthrown” was the message of the Law in Jonah’s
preaching. Implied was, “You have forty days to repent, but if you don’t, you will
be destroyed as God’s punishment for your sins.” That the Law had its desired
effect is shown by the fasting, and the putting on of sackcloth (verses 5- 6).
We can learn a dual lesson from Jonah’s effective preaching. First, he was brief
and to the point. He let the Word do the talking for him. He proclaimed God’s Law
simply, directly, and with no holds barred. God does not trifle with sin but
punishes it with His wrath and eternal judgment. Only when the severity of the
Law is realised will the sinner be led to truly grieve over sin and seek the
Saviour’s forgiveness. Then Jonah proclaimed the Gospel, again simply and
directly. There is forgiveness with God because His Son died to pay for all sins. No
further payment of any kind is demanded by God. No conditions are to be
attached to the Gospel.
Second, Jonah did not seek to draw attention to himself by his preaching. Note
that once Jonah proclaimed his message, his name is not mentioned again in this
chapter. At this point he was no longer important. Accordingly, the account does
not say, “The people of Nineveh believed Jonah,” but “The people of Nineveh
believed God,” (v. 5). Jonah did his job well; he let God have all the glory. What an
admirable quality in a preacher - to impart to his listeners God’s message so fully
and clearly that he himself recedes into the background! It is sad today that so
many preachers want all the glory for themselves.
Today, we continue to preach the same Law and Gospel message as Jonah.
Although our nation has repeatedly spit in the face of God by allowing the murder
of unborn children and giving its nod of approval to homosexuality, just to name a
couple examples, and it is becoming more difficult to lead a Christian life in
Australia, nevertheless, we continue on unperturbed. We bring to the world the
same message of Jonah, and indeed John the Baptist, and Jesus Himself, “Repent!”
A day of judgment is fast approaching, and time is indeed short. NOW is the time
to seek out Jesus, to repent, and believe in the Good News! (Mark 1:15)

Welcome to all with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
28 January
4 Epiphany

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC

4 February
5 Epiphany

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR

11 February
The Transfiguration

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR

Sunday, 28 January
READINGS: Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13;

Mark 1:21-28

HYMNS: 156 239 408 (852 839) 434
Sunday, 4 February
READINGS: Isaiah 40:21-31;

1 Corinthians 9:16-27;

Mark 1:29-39

HYMNS: 450 16 241 (848) 642

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday, 28 January, 7.30pm. Parish Executive meeting at Oakey.
Friday, 2 February, 7.00pm. Family Evening at Aubigny. Pizza etc is provided for a gold coin
donation (Usually start eating 7.20). The evening finishes with supper about 9pm, please bring a
plate. Contact Jane Sippel 0488722074 for more info.
ANNUAL MEETINGS:
Toowoomba: 4 February after church.
Oakey: 11 February after church.
Aubigny:
Greenwood:
As you are aware, the church and hall of St Paul’s Greenwood suffered damage in a recent hail
storm. The cladding on the eastern side of both buildings was damaged, and the repair bill will be
around $14000.00. An appeal has been opened to help out St Paul’s Greenwood with this cost.
This appeal will remain open for the next couple weeks. If anyone would like to donate, envelopes
are available at the back of the church.

