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Bulletin for the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

HYMNS: 101 487 385 616
INTROIT O God, come quickly to deliver me! O LORD, come quickly to help
me!
Let those who are seeking my life be put to shame and confounded! Let those
who desire to harm me be turned back and disgraced!
Let those who say, “Aha! Aha!” turn back because of their shame!
Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You! Let those who love Your
salvation also constantly say, “Let God be great!”
However, I am afflicted and needy, O God. Come to me quickly! You are my
Help and my Deliverer. O LORD, do not delay!
Psalm 70
COLLECT: Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His
bride, the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally
enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Amos 5:18-24 “How horrible it will be for you who are longing
for the day of the LORD!”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 The coming of the Lord.
Matthew 25:1-13 The parable of the ten virgins.
SERMON: Amos 5:18-24 Are we ready for the Day of the Lord?
How horrible it will be for you who are longing for the day of the LORD! Why would
you have the day of the LORD? It will be darkness, and not light. 19 It will be like a
man who runs away from a lion, only to have a bear confront him. It will be like a man
who goes home and rests his hand against a wall, only to have a snake bite him. 20 Will
not the day of the LORD be darkness, rather than light? Will it not be very dark, with
nothing bright in it? 21 “I hate and I despise your feasts. I cannot stand the stench of
your festive assemblies. 22 Although you offer burnt offerings and your grain-offerings
to Me, I shall not accept them. I shall not accept favourably the peace-offerings of
your fattened steers. 23 Take away from Me the noise of your songs! I shall not listen

to the music of your harps!
an ever-flowing stream!

24

Rather, let justice flow like water, and righteousness like

The Final Judgment
There is a final day of reckoning for the world, a day when all must appear
before God for a final and public judgment. The verdict pronounced upon all
privately (from the perspective of time) at the moment of death will be made
known publicly to the entire world. Jude tells us that Enoch, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied, “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands
of His holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the
ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him,” (Jude 14, 15). Daniel referred to
the final judgment when he wrote, “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the
earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting
contempt,” (Dan. 12:2).
All people will be summoned before God for the final judgment. Jesus said,
“All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate the people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,” (Matt.
25:32). Paul said, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad,” (2 Cor. 5:10). The good angels will be present at the
final judgment. They will act as God's harvesters, bringing all people before
Him for the final judgment (Mark 13:27). Even the fallen angels will be
present for the final judgment (2 Peter 2:4). They know the day is coming, and
they tremble (Matt. 8:29). Believers will concur with the Lord as he
pronounces His verdict of judgment on the fallen angels (1 Cor. 6:3). We will
judge angels.
The judge on the Last Day will be our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “He
[the Father] has given Him authority to judge because He is the Son of Man,”
(John 5:27). It is fitting that Jesus is the judge. He is the one who has come
into this world to redeem us. He is the only way to salvation. His standard for
judgment will be the gospel. Jesus said, “Whoever hears My word and believes
Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed
over from death to life,” (John 5:24). “There is a judge for the one who rejects
Me and does not accept My words; that very word which I spoke will
condemn him at the last day,” (John 12:48). “Go into all the world and preach

the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved,
but whoever does not believe will be condemned,” (Mark 16:15-16). Whoever
believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one
and only Son,” (John 3:18).
Good works do not save us. Jesus Christ alone saves. The good works
believers do are fruits of their faith. They are evidence that we are believers.
As Jesus said, “All men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another,” (John 13:35). Thus Jesus indicates that on judgment day He will
point to the works of believers as an evidence that they had faith (Matt. 25:3536).
What a joy it is to look forward to Christ's second coming and the final
judgment. Yes, we cringe a bit when we think of this, for we know our sin and
unworthiness. Truly we deserve to be condemned by our holy God. Yet He is
also a God of love and grace, and He has sent Jesus to atone for our sins.
Jesus kept God’s will for us. He suffered the punishment for our sins. God
declared us to be not guilty because Christ was condemned for us. Through
faith, we are clothed in the righteousness of Jesus. Thus, as we stand before
God’s all searching eyes, we will be clothed in the righteousness of Jesus and
cleansed by His blood. God has removed our sins from us forever. We will be
filled with joy as our Saviour says to us, “Come, you who are blessed by My
Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation
of the world,” (Matt. 25:34).
Unbelievers will be condemned because they rejected Jesus as their Saviour.
Paul says that those who have not heard the gospel will be judged according
to the law written in their hearts (Rom. 2:12-16). All people know by nature
that there is a God (Rom. 1:19-20). They cannot excuse themselves and say
they didn’t know He existed. Because of the conscience, people know they are
accountable to God. Those who heard the gospel and rejected it will also fall
under the condemnation of the law. Unbelievers in essence tell God, “I don’t
want what Jesus did for me. I don’t need what Jesus did for me. I want what I
have coming to me.” As a result, they will hear Jesus say, “Depart from me,
you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels,” (Mt 25:41).

Welcome to all with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
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Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
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COMING SERVICES
19 November
24 Pentecost

8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
**Pastor away for day

26 November
Last Sunday of Church Year

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC (Baptism)

3 December
1 Advent

10.00am HC Parish Service GRN

Sunday, 19 November
READINGS: Zephaniah 1:7-16;

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;

Matthew 25:14-30

HYMNS: 315 485 17 488 (tune 311)
Sunday, 26 November
READINGS: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28;

Matthew 25:31-46

HYMNS: 502 169 479 (839 840) 492
GRN: 276 169 479 839 840 492

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bible Studies:
GRN/AUB/OAK: combined study on Friday, 24 November at Oakey.
Pastor will be away for a few days over the next weekend. In case of an
emergency, please call Vicar Jake on 0458251132.

