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PALM SUNDAY

HYMNS: 87 292 166 164
INTROIT: Open to me the gates of righteousness! I shall enter through them. I
shall give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD, through which righteous people will enter.
I shall give thanks to You. For You have answered me, and You have become my
Salvation.
The Stone that the builders rejected has become the Cornerstone.
This has come from the LORD. It is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, please give us success!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you all
from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God, and has given us light. Tie the festive procession together with
leafy branches as far as the horns of the altar!
You are my God, and I shall give thanks to You. You are my God. Let me honour
You highly.
Give thanks to the LORD! For He is good. For His mercy endures for ever.
Psalm 118:19-29
COLLECT: Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross.
Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and
patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Isaiah 50:4-9a “Who is My accuser?”
Philippians 2:5-11 He humbled Himself, becoming obedient to the point of death.
John 12:12-19 “Hosanna!” “Blessed is He who is coming in the name of the
Lord.”
SERMON: Philippians 2:4-8 Let the mind of Christ be in you

Power Rangers Movie: It’s OK to Be That Way
Film can be a powerful medium to communicate ideas and values to others. Secular
producers, directors, actors, and scriptwriters have long used their films to sway the
culture for better or worse. I have seen advertisements on the television recently about a
new movie coming out called Power Rangers, a remake of the popular children’s show from
the 1990s. Some of you may have heard of it! Anyhow, this film is also used to promote
ideas of acceptance and inclusion.
World Autism Awareness Day is internationally recognised on the 2 nd of April every
year. One of the positive aspects of the Power Ranger film, is that, according to reports, one
of the leading characters, Billy the Blue Ranger, is on the Autism Spectrum. The actor
who plays Billy wants his character to highlight that those with autism are “just regular
people... They feel the same way, they have the same emotions, they wanna [sic] be loved,
[they] want people to love, they want relationships… connections.”
The directors and actor are using this aspect of their film for good by showing that
those with autism are just regular people and can do amazing things (like be a superhero
and save the world alongside your friends).
Treating everyone, regardless of differences, with dignity and respect actually stems out
of a biblical worldview. Because all human beings are made in the image of God (Genesis
1:27), everyone has inherent worth and value. We are all “fearfully and wonderfully
made,” (Psalm 139:14).
However, sadly, in keeping with the ongoing increasing trend of inserting LGBT
characters into movies and shows, Power Rangers is also reported to feature an LGBT
character. The Yellow Ranger, Trini, will supposedly be the first LGBT protagonist in a
superhero movie franchise as she explores her sexuality. Apparently in one scene, a
character “assumes she is having issues with her boyfriend, and then realises that she is, in
fact, having girlfriend problems.” The director of the film describes how this plays out:
“For Trini, really she’s questioning a lot about who she is… She hasn’t fully figured it out
yet. I think what's great about that scene and what that scene propels for the rest of the
movie is, “That’s OK.” The movie is saying, “That’s OK,” and all of the kids have to own
who they are and find their tribe.”
Here they are using their film in a negative way - to promote sinful behaviour as
acceptable, which undermines the entire movie. This is something films do all the time
with a variety of ungodly behaviours (e.g., adultery, fornication, drunkenness, violence,
rebellion, profanity, and so on), and it’s not going to stop anytime soon. Homosexual
behaviour is just the newest hot-button social issue that’s popping up in film after film,
including kids’ movies, and already permeates so many TV series). No doubt, we will
continue to see the normalisation of all kinds of sinful behaviours as our culture drifts
further from the foundation of God’s Word as the basis for morality.
So with both Billy (who has a real physiological problem) and Trini (who displays her
sin as normal), the film is promoting “it’s OK” to be that way. Now, people may wonder,

“So what’s the difference? Why is promoting inclusion and acceptance for those on the
Autism Spectrum a positive element, but doing the same thing for those who identify as
LGBT a negative element?”
Well, there’s a few things to consider here.
This is comparing apples to oranges. Being on the Autism Spectrum is not sinful. But
homosexual behaviour is sinful (Romans 1:26–27) and so is approving of those who
practice it (Romans 1:32).
We should never snub, bully, or look down on people - especially unbelievers - because
of their sin or sinful tendencies. After all, we’re no better than they are since “all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) - we’ve just been saved by the
grace of the Lord Jesus. As 1 Corinthians 6:11 puts it, “…and such were some of you. But
you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”
We shouldn’t expect unbelievers to live like believers because they are slaves to sin
(Romans 6:20)! Too many Christians are disgusted with the sinful world, but Jesus, the
holy, perfect Lamb of God who hates sin, wasn’t disgusted with sinners. He was brokenhearted over the lost condition of mankind (Matthew 9:36; 23:37). He often got in trouble
with the religious leaders of His day because He regularly ate with sinners (Mark 2:13-17).
He didn’t overlook, ignore, or avoid them - but He also didn’t overlook, ignore, or avoid
speaking the truth about their sinful condition and their need of a Saviour (e.g., John 4:729). We need to treat unbelievers with love and gentleness while we boldly preach the
only message that can free them from their sin - the gospel of Jesus Christ! In this day,
though, when a Christian lovingly points out that homosexual behaviour is sin (as stated
clearly in God’s Word), then that Christian is almost immediately falsely accused of being
homophobic!
It’s important to note that the culture’s message of inclusion and acceptance is both
incomplete at its best, and wrong at its worst. It’s wrong because it so often fails to
recognise sin for what it is and instead encourages the sinner to continue on his path of
sin, and it’s calling darkness for light and bitter for sweet (Isaiah 5:20). It’s incomplete
because it fails to deliver the most inclusive message of all - that there’s grace and
forgiveness for all at the Cross.
Through the sacrifice of Jesus, those from every tribe, nation, people, tongue,
(Revelation 7:9) and every sinful background (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) are invited to become
part of God’s family through the free forgiveness of Jesus Christ. It doesn’t get any more
inclusive than that!

Welcome to all with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us! We thank
our vicar Jake Zabel for leading us in divine service.
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 46912276, or 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
13 April
Maundy Thursday

7.30pm GRN HC

14 April
Good Friday

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA PR PZ
10.00am GRN HC
10.30am AUB PR JZ

16 April
Easter Sunday

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK PR JZ
10.00am GRN PR JZ
10.30am AUB HC

Maundy Thursday, 13 April
READINGS: Exodus 24:3-11;

Hebrews 9:11-22;

Matthew 26:17-30

HYMNS: 84 295 320 840 66 49
Good Friday, 14 April
READINGS: Isaiah 52:13-53:12;

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9;

John 19:17-30

HYMNS: OAK & GRN: 57 p 1 63 198 85 753 57 p 2
TMBA & AUB: 62 49 52 331
Easter Sunday, 16 April
READINGS: Acts 10:34-43;

Colossians 3:1-4;

Matthew 28:1-10

HYMNS: OAK & GRN: 91 95 100 195
TMBA & AUB: 92 89 95 763 (768) 103

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday, 17 April, 10.00am Parish Picnic at Aubigny. Could each family please provide
something for a shared lunch?
CHILDREN: Take a colouring-in picture home with you today, and enter it in the
colouring-in competition at the Parish Picnic.

