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BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA
19 February, 2017
7th Sunday after Epiphany

HYMNS: 345 431 248 452
INTROIT: Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your Prescriptions, that I may
keep it to the end!
Give me understanding, that I may observe Your Instruction, and that I may
keep it with my whole heart!
Lead me on the path of Your Commandments! For I have been taking
pleasure in it.
Turn my heart toward Your Testimonies and not toward dishonest gain!
Turn my eyes away from looking at worthless things! Preserve my life through
Your Ways!
Confirm Your Word to Your servant, so that I may fear You!
Take away my disgrace, of which I have been afraid! For Your Decisions are
good.
Look! I have been longing for Your Directions. Preserve my life through Your
righteousness!
Psalm 119:33-40
COLLECT: O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully
grant that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 Love your neighbour as yourself.
1 Corinthians 3:10-20 Christ Jesus is the foundation.
Matthew 5:38-48 Love your enemies. Pray for them.
SERMON: Leviticus 19:1-2 You shall be holy! For I am the LORD, your God,
and I am holy.
The LORD told Moses: 2 “Speak to the whole congregation of the Israelites,
and tell them: ‘You shall be holy! For I am the LORD, your God, and I am
holy…

True Ministers are Builders of God’s Temple
The Apostle Paul had pointed out that pastors perform different services, but
they are still one in their ministry. In our Second Reading from today, 1
Corinthians 3:10-23, Paul now explains further how important it is to be one in
their service. They must be one in their faithfulness to the gospel.
Paul was the founder of the congregation. God chose Paul to lay the foundation
for the church in Corinth. God also made him an expert builder of mission
congregations. Paul knew his business as a missionary. He built every one of his
congregations on a good foundation, that is, on Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
The pastors who followed Paul in the ministry in Corinth built on the
foundation Paul had laid. If the congregation was to remain a true Christian
congregation, those pastors had to build carefully on that foundation. Like the
founder, they too must preach Christ crucified as the only way of salvation.
Others were building on the foundation Paul had laid. “However, each one should be
careful how he builds on it! 11 For no one can lay any other foundation than the one that has
already been laid, which is Jesus Christ,” (verses 10-11). “The Church’s one foundation is
Jesus Christ, her Lord,” hymn 191 begins.
In Corinth, there certainly was a danger that ministers would be tempted to
build human wisdom on the gospel of Jesus Christ. Many of their listeners would
have liked nothing better. The ministers in Corinth would be tempted to do what
so many pastors in erring church bodies are doing today, offering the wisdom of
men to their people in addition to or even in place of the wisdom of God.
Paul employs a memorable illustration. Faithful pastors build with precious
materials; pastors who do not hold to the truth build with perishable materials. “If
anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, or precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each
one’s work will become evident,” (verses 12-13).
What do the “gold, silver, and precious stones” signify? The best interpretation
is that they describe doctrines and practices that are in harmony with the
foundation, which is the person of Jesus Christ and His saving work of
redemption. Whoever teaches God’s Word and conducts his ministry in keeping
with the truth that Jesus Christ is our Saviour is building with gold, silver, and
precious stones. He is being true to the foundation.
On the other hand, the man who preaches the truth in “a one-sided, warped,
watered-down way” is building with “wood, hay or straw.” Paul does not refer to
heresies that are so serious that they deny that Jesus Christ is God’s Son or that
His death atoned for the sins of the world. Such teaching would not be on the

foundation of Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Rather, the “wood, hay or straw”
doctrines are such that either add to or subtract from the truth of Christ.
They are teachings, for example, that hold that Baptism does not save or that
Christ does not give us His true body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. They are
the doctrines of purgatory and of prayers for the dead and the notion that we
must cooperate in our conversion. They include making faith a work; they include
legalism, the millennium, the charismatic movement. There are also false
practices, for example, in stewardship and evangelism, in church government, and
in Christian education. One cannot say that such teachings and practices
immediately destroy faith in Christ and His atonement, but they weaken and
distort the truth of who Christ is and what He taught. They are error mingled
with the truth.
For many it may not be until judgment day that the “wood, hay or straw” are
exposed for what they are - trash to be burned up. On that day, when Christ
returns for judgment, the work of a minister will be tested. Judgment day will be a
fiery day that will test the pastor’s teaching and work as fire tests gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, and straw. The gold, silver, and precious stones will
stand the test; the wood, hay, and straw will become ashes.
Judgment day is payday for God’s fellow workers. The workmen who used
gold, silver, and precious stones in building on the foundation will receive the
reward that goes to good and faithful servants. God will grant special recognition
to them, according to His grace. “If anyone’s work that he has built on it survives, he will
receive a reward,” (verse 14).
He who has built with wood, hay, and straw will be in for a rude shock. His
shoddy works will not stand the test; the fire of Judgment day will consume them.
He will have no fruits of faithful service to show, and there will be no rewards of
faithful service for him to receive. He himself will barely be saved, like a man
forced to leave everything behind as he flees from a burning building. He will be
saved only because, by the grace of God, he still believes that Christ died, and
rose for him.

Welcome to all with us today! May God bless our worship of Him by His serving of us!
Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 46912276, or 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com
Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
26 February
The Transfiguration

8.30am TMBA HC
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR
10.30am AUB HC

1 March
ASH WEDNESDAY

7.30pm TMBA Vespers

5 March
1 Lent

8.30am OAK HC
8.30am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.00am GRN HC

Sunday, 26 February
READINGS: Exodus 24:8-18;

2 Peter 1:16-21;

Matthew 17:1-9

HYMNS: 71 37 272 (848 175) 747
WEDNESDAY, 1 March
READINGS: Isaiah 59:12-20; Luke 22:1, Matthew 26:2-5, Luke 22:3-5a, Matthew 26:15-16, Luke
22:7-9, Mark 14:13-16, Matthew 26:20, Luke 22:15-19, Matthew 26:27-28, Luke 22:24-30
HYMNS: 59 313 71 48 v.3

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Saturday, 25 February, 1.00pm (note the time). A Seminary Committee meeting
will be held at Troy’s Road.
Wednesday, 1 March, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Oakey. Opening Devotion:
Jenny Ritter. Bible Study Topic: Birth. Key Word: Heart. Item of Interest:
Sugar Bowl.
Friday, 3 March, 7.00pm. Family Evening at Aubigny.

